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THE OUT-PATIENT QUESTION 


KING EDWARD’S HOSPITAL FUND COMMITTEE 


4s announced in our last issue at page 1193, the Prince 
of Wales, as President of the King’s Fund, has appointed 
acommittee to inquire into the methods in use in the 
out-patient and casualty departments at the London 
voluntary hospitals. The members of the ‘‘ Out-patient 
Committee, 1932,’’ are 

The Earl of Onslow (Chairman), formerly Chairman of the 
Voluntary Hospitals Commission. 

Sir John Rose Bradford, Bt., M.D., Past-President of the 
Roval College of Physicians. 

Lieut.-General Sir George Macdonogh, formerly Adjutant- 
General. 

Dame Helen Gwynne-Vaughan, D.Sc., formerly Chief Con- 
troller, Queen Mary’s Army Auxiliary Corps. 


Hospital. 

Mr. Isidore Salmon, M.P., chairman and managing director, 
J. Lyons and Co., Ltd. 

Dr. F. E. Fremantle, F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S., M.P.; a visitor 
for King Edward’s Hospital Fund. 

Mr. R. H. P. Orde, honorary secretary, British Hospitals 
Association ; director, Central Bureau of Hospital Information. 
The terms of reference of the committee, as defined by 


the General Council of the King’s Fund, are: 

To inquire into and report upon the methcds in use 
in the London voluntary hospitals regarding the attend- 
ance of patients in the out-patient and casualty depart- 
ments, and the effect of those methods upon the 
suitability of the patients treated and on the length of 
time during which patients wait before or after treatment ; 
and to make such recommendations thereon as may seem 
to them desirable. 

The committee will be at liberty to present a single 
feport on the whole of the question, or to present interim 
feports on separate parts of the question. It is requested 
to consider, at any stage of the inquiry, whether it is 


internal arrangements or administration of out-patient and 
casualty departments, as affecting the time of waiting. 


Mr. E. W. Morris, late ,House Governor of the London | 


practicable and desirable to present an interim report on — 
that part of the question which is concerned with the | 


ORIGIN OF THE INQUIRY 
The following report, prepared by the Management Com- 


mittee, explains the origin of the inquiry: 


1. The out-patient question has again come to the front 


in connexion with three problems: 


(a) The length of time during which out-patients often 
have to wait, and the suggestion that it might be 
possible to reduce this by changes in administrative 
methods ; 


(b) The overcrowding of out-patient departments, which 
is often said to be caused by the attendance of large 
numbers of patients for whose treatment the services 
of a hospital are not necessary ; 

(c) The question whether, in order to remedy these and 
other defects, the out-patient departments should, 
apart from emergencies, be used only for purposes of 
consultation—that is, for patients sent by medical 
practitioners for second opinions or for specialist 
treatments. 


2. The hospitals have long been seeking for remedies which, 


while not excluding suitable “cases, would reduce hours of 
waiting. Individual hospitals might be helped to do this by 
suggestions of a common policy such as might result from an 
inquiry by a central body like the King’s Fund. 


3. An inquiry into the subject was held by the King’s Fund 


in 1911 by means of a special committee under the chairman- 
ship of the late Lord Mersey. This dealt with the whole 
question of the functions of out-patient departments and their 
relation to other medical and social agencies, and only inci- 
dentally with hours of waiting. The substance of the recom- 
mendations was that the hospitals should themselves sift out 
and refer to other agencies, including private practitioners, 


provident dispensaries, and the Poor Law medical service, 


all patients who were, on medical or financial grounds, more 
suitable for treatment by them ; that these agencies should be 


encouraged to refer to the hospitals cases needing consultative 


or specialist attention ; and that, to facilitate these forms of 
co-ordination, there should be an extension of the system of 


specially trained inquiry officers known as “‘ almoners,”’ 
working in touch with the hospital doctors and with the 
outside agencies. 

4. Ever since that time there has been a succession of 
changes affecting the hespitals and the other agencies and the 
possibilities of co-ordination between them. There have been 
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developments in the machinery for collective hospital opinion 
and policy ; in the provision of general practitioner treatment 
under the National Insurance Acts ; in the organization of 
other public medical services, including those formerly supplied 
by the Poor Law ; in the number, the importance, and the 
expense of the specialist hospital services ; in the system by 
which patients who can afford to do so pay part of their 
cost either directly or through contributory associations ; and 
in various other directions. There seems, therefore, to be 
good reason for the appointment of another special committee 
of inquiry. 

5. Although one result of these developments may be that 
a solution of the problem will be facilitated, another result 
may be that the search for the solution may open up even 
wider questions than it did in 1911. It may well be worth 
while, therefore, for the special committee to consider whether 
some shortening of the hours of waiting could be effected by 
internal administrative changes, which would not first require 
the discovery and adoption of a common policy on the whole 
subject. 


All communications relating to the inquiry should be 
addressed to Mr. H. R. Maynard, secretary, King Edward's 
— Fund for London, G.P.O. Box 4654, 7, Walbrook, 
.C.4. 

Copies of the British Medical Association’s Memorandum 
The Problem of the Out-Patient, as approved by the Annual 
Representative Meeting, 1931, may be obtained from the 
Financial Secretary, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, 
price 23d., post free. 


British Medical Association 


CURRENT NOTES 


Annual Meeting of the Canadian Medical Association 
The Annual Meeting of the Canadian Medical Assccia- 
tion is to be held in Toronto during the week beginning 
June 20th, 1932, and the Executive of that Meeting being 
anxious, if possible, to have some visitors from this side 
of the water who would take part in the proceedings, has 
asked for the co-operation of the British Medical Associa- 
tion. The Medical Secretary would be very glad to hear 
from any member who proposes to visit Canada next June. 


Association Notices 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD 

BIRMINGHAM BrancH: Coventry Diviston.—A_ clinical 
evening will be held by the Coventry Division on Tuesday, 
January 12th. 

BIRMINGHAM BRANCH: NUNEATON AND TAMWORTH Division. 
A meeting of the Nuneaton and Tamworth Division wil) be 
held at the Tamworth General Hospital on Thursday, January 
14th. Dr. H. Featherstone will read a paper on_ basal 
anaesthesia. 

DERBYSHIRE BRANCH: CHESTERFIELD Divis1on.—A meeting 
of the Chesterfield Division will be held at the Maternity Home 
on Friday, January 15th, at 8.15 p.m. Dr. Hugh Barber 
(honorary physician, Derbyshire Royal Infirmary, and _presi- 
dent of the Midland Branch) will discuss the use and abuse of 
aperients. 

Essex BrAncH: NortTH-East Essex Division.—A dinner, 
followed by a debate on a State Medical Service, will be held 
in the Red Lion Hotel, Colchester, on Thursday, January 
28th, at 7.30 p.m. Speaker for the motion, Mr. Somerville 
Hastings ; speaker against the motion, Dr. J. W. O’ Donovan, 
N-P. 

GLasGow AND WEST OF SCOTLAND BRANCH: AYRSHIRE 
Drivision.—A meeting of the Ayrshire Division will be held 
at Irvine on January 7th. A lecture, illustrated by lantern 
slides, will be given by Mr. James Taylor (Glasgow), who has 
chosen for his subject ‘‘ Hip-joint disease.’’ 

HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH: EAST HERTFORDSHIRE DIVISION.— 
A meeting of the East Hertfordshire Division will be held at 
the County Hospital, Hertford, on Wednesday, January 6th, 
at 8.30 p.m. Mr. Gillespie will read a paper on the general 
practitioner and the acute abdomen. 


Kent BrancH.—A meeting of the Kent Branch win 
in the Council Room at Tonbridge Castle on Wed hel 
January 6th, at 3.15 p.m. Dr. H. C. Cameron (physic 
Guy’s Hospital) will give a British Medical Association a b. 
entitled ‘‘ The treatment of gastro-intestinal disord ts 
infants and young children.’’ Tea will be served alae - 
lecture. During the meeting Dr. E. R. Fothergill po. 
sentative of the Kent Branch on the Central Council, oy 
explain the aim and objects of the Dr. Alfred Cox Fund bes 

Kent Branco: ROCHESTER, CHATHAM, AND Gning 
Division.—A_ meeting of the Rochester, Chatham — 
Gillingham Division will take place at the Bull Hote : 
Wednesday, January 13th. Dinner, 7.30 p.m. (price 7s 6d 
day dress). Lieut.-Colonel Josiah Oldfield will read a uel 
entitled ‘‘ Diet and maternal mortality.’’ Paper 

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: Hype Diviston.—4 
meeting of the Hyde Division will be held at Hyde Town Hall 
on Wednesday, January 20th, at 8.30 p.m. Mr. F, G, Ralphs 
will give an address on the early diagnosis of abdominal 
emergencies. 

METROPOLITAN CountIES BRANCH: City Division. 
meeting of the City Division will be held at the Metropolitan 
Hospital, Kingsland Road, E., on Tuesday, January 5th 


at 9.30 p.m. Dr. Robert Hutchison will discuss juvenile 


rheumatism. 

METROPOLITAN CounTIES BRANCH: FINCHLEY Dtvisiox— 
A meeting of the Finchley Division will be held at ‘the 
Finchley Memorial Hospital on Tuesday, January 19th, 9 
8.45 p.m. Professor Hugh MacLean will give an address cn 
diseases of the stomach. 

MetRopotitan Counties BrancH: Henpon_ Drviston—4 
clinical evening will be held by the Hendon Division at the 
Hendon Cottage: Hospital on Friday, January 22nd, at 
8.30 p.m. 

METROPOLITAN Counties BrancH: Lewitsuam Division~4 
meeting of the Lewisham Division will be held at the Catford 
Town Hall on Tuesday, January 19th, at 8.45 p.m. Dr, 
W. J. O'Donovan, M.P., will discuss common skin affections 
of the legs. 

METROPOLITAN Counties BRANCH: MARYLEBONE Division— 
A meeting of the Marylebone Division, under the chairman. 
ship of Sir StClair Thomson, will be held at 11, Chandos 
Street, W.1, on Wednesday, January 27th, at 8.30 p.m., to 
discuss ‘‘ The mischiefs of motoring.”’ Mr. Zachary Cope, 
Lord Howe, and others will take part. All members of the 
profession will be welcome. 

METROPOLITAN CounTIES BRANCH: St. PANcRAS Diviston— 
A meeting of the St. Pancras Division will be held at the 
British Medical Association House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, 
on Tuesday, January 12th, at 9 p.m. Dr. A. W. Stott will 
read a paper on some mythical cardiac maladies and some 
common cardiac disorders not commonly diagnosed. 

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: STRATFORD DtvIision.— 
A meeting of the Stratford Division will be held at the Educa- 
tional Offices, Stratford, on Tuesday, January 19th, at 
9.15 p.m. Dr. George Riddoch will discuss organic and 
functional nervous diseases, with special reference to diagnosis, 

METROPOLITAN CouNTIES BRANCH: WILLESDEN DIVvIsIon.— 
A meeting of the Willesden Division will be held at the 
Willesden General Hospital, Harlesden Road, on Wednesday, 
January 20th, at 9 p.m. Agenda: Correspondence, ete. ; 
paper, The interpretation of x-ray films, by Dr. Salmond 
(honorary radiologist, University College Hospital). 

METROPOLITAN CouNTIES BraNncH: WooLwicH DivIsion.— 
A meeting of the Woolwich Division will be held at the 
Woolwich War Memorial Hospital on Tuesday, January 5th, 
at 8.45 p.m. Dr. H. V. Morlock will lecture on some 
points in the diagnosis and treatment of diseases of the chest. 
Non-members of the Division are invited. 

NortH oF Brancu: DuruHam Driviston.—A 
meeting of the Durham Division will be held on Tuesday, 
January 12th. Mr. C. B. Fenwick, barrister, will discuss 
a subject arising from medical jurisprudence. 

NortH OF ENGLAND BraNncH: NortTH NORTHUMBERLAND 
Diviston.—A meeting of the North Northumberland Division 
will be held at the Alnwick Infirmary on Tuesday, January 
19th, at 3 p.m. Dr. Horsley Drummond will give an address. 


SouTHERN Branco: Jersey Driviston.—A_ clinical and 
pathological evening will be held by the Jersey Division at the 
General Hospital on Thursday, January 21st, at 8.30 p.m. 

SouTHERN Branco: PortsmMoutH Division.—A meeting ef 
the Portsmouth Division will be held at the Queen’s Hotel, 
Southsea, on Thursday, January 14th, at 9.30 p.m., preceded 
by a supper at 9 p.m. (3s. 6d., including gratuities). Aa 
address will be given by Dr. Leonard Findlay, entitled 
‘“ Nutritional disease in infancy and its treatment.’’ Members 
from other Divisions will be heartily welcome. 
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yr#-WESTERN BRANCH: Exeter Divistion.—A_ meeting 
e Exeter Division will be held in the library of the Royal 
pevon and Exeter Hospital on Thursday, January 14th, 
+ 3.45 p-m. Mr. L. H. Williams (St. Mary’s Hospital) will 
jecture on modern metheds of treating puerperal sepsis. 


surrEY BRANCH: CRoypon Division.—A_ meeting of the 
Croydon Division will be held at the Croydon General 
Hospital on Tuesday, January 19th, at 8.30 p.m. Dr. B. 
Myers will read a paper on essential purpura haemorrhagica. 


surrEY BRANCH: Division. — A 
meeting of the Kingston-on-Thames Division will be held at 
the Surbiton Hospital on Tuesday, January 12th. Dr. H. C. 
Cameron will read a paper on the diagnosis and treatment of 
some disorders of infancy and childhood characterized by 
persistent vomiting. 

SurREY BRANCH: REIGATE Division.—A meeting of the 
Reigate Division will be held at the East Surrey Hospital on 
Tuesday, January 12th, at 8.45 p.m. Dr. J. H. Ryffel will 
rad a paper on chemical pathology from the point ot view 
of the general practitioner. 


SurrREY BRANCH: RicHMonpd Drviston.—A meeting of the 
Richmond Division will be held at the Royal Hospital, 
Richmond, on Friday, January 8th, at 9 p.m., when heart 
affections will be discussed. 


So’ 
of th 


SussEX BRANCH: BriGuton Diviston.—A clinical meeting 
of the Brighton Division will be held at the Royal Sussex 
County Hospital on Thursday, January 21st, at 3.45 p.m. 


YoRKSHIRE BRANCH: Dewsbury Diviston.—A meeting of 
the Dewsbury Division will be held at the Carlton Club on 
Friday, January 8th, preceded by supper at 8.30 p.m. 
Dr. J. Stanley White will demonstrate cinematograph films on 
some recent aspects of biological therapy. 


YoRKSHIRE BRANCH: ROTHERHAM Division.—A_ meeting 
of the Rotherham Division will be held on Friday, January 
sth. Mr. G. Wilkinson will give an account of the present 
position of the theory of hearing. 


YoRKSHIRE BRANCH: WAKEFIELD, PONTEFRACT, AND 
CASTLEFORD Diviston.—A meeting of the Wakefield, Ponte- 
fract, and Castleford Division will be held at the Strafford 
Ams Hotel, Wakefield, on Thursday, January 7th, preceded 
by supper (3s.) at 7.45 p.m. Dr. J. Stanley White will 
demonstrate various films of medical interest. 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions 


BIRMINGHAM Brancu: Coventry Diviston 

A meeting of the Coventry Division was held on November 
3rd, 1931, when thirty-two members and two ladies were 
present. The chairman, Dr. A. J. WiLson, gave a demon- 
stration of clinical cases, illustrating, among other conditions, 
the use of artificial pneumothorax in various intrathoracic 
diseases, the gold treatment of lupus, and the stages of 
aortitis with aneurysm. An exposition of the working of the 
electrocardiograph was followed by an interjretation of electro- 
cardiograms of various cardiac abnormalities. 


At a further clinical meeting of the Division, held on 
December Ist, 1931, with a record attendance of forty-one, 
Dr. S. A. KInNrER Witson delivered a British Medical Asso- 
ciation Lecture, and demonstrated a series of unusual neuro- 
logical cases, 


BritisH GUIANA BRANCH 

Meetings of the British Guiana Branch were held in the 
library of the Public Hospital, Georgetown, on May 5th, 
July 3rd, and September 29th, 1931. 

At the meeting on May 5th Dr. S. C. BerTreNcouRT-GoMES 
read an interesting paper on blackwater fever, and referred to 
patients he had treated during the past twelve months, most 
of whom had resided for varying periods in the diamond and 
gold fields. In discussing etiology, he found that in his cases 
the administration of quinine in an irregular manner, both 
for prophylaxis and in treatment, was often the precursor of 
the attacks of blackwater fever. In treatment he always 
used ‘‘ plasmoquine surplex,’’ but had found Sternberg’s 
mixture useful. Transfusion during convalescence he had also 
found useful in expediting recovery. Discussion on the paper 
followed. Cases of (1) syphilis, with early aneurysm of 
ascending aorta and infiltration of extensor muscles of 
thighs, (2) erythema nodosum, (3) rupia, (4) lupus  ery- 
thematosus, were shown by Dr. Payne. 

At the meeting held on July 8rd Dr. Romirtr read a paper 
on the treatment of trophic ulcers. He showed photographs 


of cases treated by him by means of free grafts, periarterial 
sympathectomy, and by section of lumbar ganglia with their 
communicating rami. He was considerably impressed with 
the success of cases treated by the latter method. A good 
discussion followed. 

At the well-attended meeting held on September 29th, Dr. 
H. D. WearHERHEAD read a paper on the diagnosis of .appen- 
dicular disease. He stressed the importance of recognizing the 
two clinical entities—infectious appendicitis and obstructive 
appendicitis. A good discussion followed on the main points 
in the paper. : 

Annual Dinner 

The annual dinner of the Branch was held in the Hotel 
Tower, Georgetown, when the president, Dr. W. Hew1ey 
WHARTON, was in the chair. Twenty-one members attended, 
and three members brought guests. The dinner was honou-ed 
with the presence of His Excellency the Governor, Sir Edward 
Brandis Denham, K.C.M.G., K.B.E. Other honoured guests 
of the Association were Mr. Douglas-Jones, C.M.G., Colorial 
Secretary, Mr. A. T. Millard, G.M.G., Colonial Treasurer, 
Mr. Percy C. Wight, Mayor of Georgetown, Mr. Hector 
Josephs, K.C., Attorney-General, Dr. E. D. Rowland, I.S.O., 
Lieutenant-Commander Jermyn Rushbrooke, R.N., A.D.C. to 
His Excellency the Governor. 

A very successful and happy evening was spent. After the 
loyal toast had been honoured, the PRESIDENT gave the toast 
of ‘‘His Excellency the Governor,’’ to which His ExcELLENcY 
suitably replied. In proposing the toast of ‘‘ The British 
Guiana Branch of the British Medical Association,’’ Fis 
Excellency said that it was one which must appeal to all 
present, and one which any Governor would be proud to 
propose. It was particularly appropriate that it should be 
proposed by the Governor in this centenary year, because 
there were few medical services in the Empire which had a’ 
longer and more honourable record than the medical service 
in British Guiana, which had nearly one hundred years of 
unbroken service to its credit. He said it was incumbent 
upon those connected with the medical profession in British 
Guiana to reassure the world at large as regards the general 
health conditions of the colony. In acknowledging the toast, 
the PRESIDENT said that the British Medical Association wits 
known all over the world. The Association was founded in 
1832, and would thus celebrate its centenary next year, while 
the British Guiana Branch was founded in 1881, though not 
officially recognized until 1883. The membership of the 
Branch was 46 out of 56 practitioners—about seven-eighths 
of the registered practitioners in the colony. 

The toast of ‘‘ The Colony of British Guiana ’’ was proposed 
by the COLONIAL SECRETARY, who spoke of the many benefi‘s 
to the health of the population which had taken place in the 
colony. He recalled the fact that the Guiana Medical Asso- 
ciation, founded in 1840, was the forerunner of the preserit 
Branch of the British Medical Association. 

Dr. Rose, in responding to the toast, referred to the great 
increase in the population, as shown by the preliminary 
report of the Census Commissioner, to the benefit of the pure 
water supply scheme to the people, the reduction of the death 
rate from dysentery by more than one-half between 1921 and 
1929, and the great infant life saving due to the work of the 
Infant Welfare League. The health of the city had vastly 
improved owing to the work of the present medical officer cf 
health, Dr. W. de W. Wishart. The profession was very 
grateful for the eulogistic terms in which the Colonial Secre- 
tary had proposed the toast. 

The toast of ‘‘ Our Guests’’ was proposed by Dr. C. j. 
Gomes, and was responded to by the Attorney-General (Mr. 
Hector JosEpHs, K.C.), and the Mayor (Mr. Percy WicuHrT). 


Dorset AND West Hants BRANCH: BOURNEMOUTH DIVISION 

A meeting of the Bournemouth Division was held in con- 
junction with the Bournemouth Legal Society on December 
11th, at Bournemouth, and the following subject was dis- 
cussed: ‘‘ Modern civilization demands increased legislative 
restriction on certain individual liberties, and that our pro- 
fessions should unite in any possible action to secure jus* 
legislation—for example, (1) young men squandering their 
fortunes, (2) old men making foolish wills, (3) mental ancl 
moral deficients with criminal instincts, and (4) alcohol in 
relation to married persons.’’ Mr. TaTTERSALL, president of 
the Bournemouth Legal Society, was in the chair, and, after 
a few opening remarks, asked Dr. Lionel Weatherley to open. 
the discussion. 

Dr. WEATHERLEY said that for very many years he had. 
been in practice, and had constantly been associated with the 
legal profession also, and it was in 1894 that he urged the 
Council of the British Medical Association to take part in 
debates concerning the relationship of law and medicine, 
while he himself had spoken many times at the Medico-Legal 
Society in London. He felt that both professions were 
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searchers after the truth, but that each found the truth in 
different ways. There was one great difference, however, in the 
professions: whereas in the medical profession doctors were able 
to utilize the latest discoveries and inventions for the benefit 
of their patients, the legal profession had to deal with old 
and obsolete laws, or with modern laws which were rushed 
through in a panic. Dealing with the first section of the 
discussion, Dr. Weatherley said that at present there was no 
law which could stop young men squandering their fortunes, 
and he thought there should be some means at least of 
preventing them wasting their capital. As regards old men 
making foolish wills, he urged every doctor who was called 
to witness a will to make a note in his book of the mental 
state of the patient at the time the will was made, and if the 
will was disputed this note would be of very great value. As 
regards moral and mental deficients, the speaker said he had 
devoted a very great part of his lifetime in studying mental 
diseases, and there was no doubt but that the: majority of 
crimes committed, crimes of violence anyway, were committed 
by men with sadistic instincts ; not only should the public be 
safeguarded from them, but they should be safeguarded from 
themselves. As regards alcohol in relation to married persons, 
he said the law as it stood at present was rotten, and he 
thought legislation on this was overdue. 

Mr. Satt, who spoke first for the Legal Society, said he 
was very jealous of individual liberty, and he thought legis- 
lation should uphold independence ; but, on the other hand, 
one should not use one’s liberties to the detriment of other 
individuals. As regards young men _ squandering their 
fortunes, he thought the law was sufficient at present, because 
a man making his will could leave it in such a way that it 
could not be squandered. Similarly, the law had dealt, and 
could deal, with ridiculous wills. He also thought that as 
-the law stood there was quite sufficient protection and control 
of mental and moral deficients. As regards alcohol in relation 
to married persons, if a man wished to drink himself to 
death he did not see how anybody could stop him ; the only 
remedy education and improvements in national 
character. 

Dr. Doris Opram said she had taken very great interest 
for some years in the mental and moral deficients, and had 
attended more than one international conference on the 
subject. There was a great group of people who were 
infringing the liberties of others, and she called this ‘‘ the 
social problem group,’’ and pressed for an inquiry into this 
group with a view to further legislation. Mrs. Lerroy agreed 
with Dr. Odlam in the need for an inquiry into the social 
problem group. She said she would hesitate before agreeing 
to a law which compelled the sterilization of the unfit. She 
agreed there was not sufficient institutional accommodation 
in the country for mental deficients. Dr. Morse was not in 
favour of further legislation ; if a law was made it was an incen- 
tive to break it. Mr. MaNnninG said he would support an inquiry 
into the subject of sterilization of the unfit. Dr. Simmons 
expressed the same view. Dr. Le FLemrinc said that he did 
not think voluntary sterilization would meet the case, and he 
thought that compulsory sterilization was a long way off in 
this country. Mr. Trevanion was of opinion that habitual 
drunkenness should be sufficient grounds for divorce. 

Dr. WEATHERLEY having replied, Mr. briefly 
summed up the opinions expressed by the various speakers. 
Dr. BurstaL, chairman of the Bournemouth Division, ex- 
pressed appreciation to the Legal Society for its hospitality, 
and for arranging such a very interesting discussion. 


Dorset AND West Hants Branco: West Dorset 

Division 
A well-attended meeting of the West Dorset Division was held 
at the Yeatman Hospital, Sherborne, on November 26th, 1931. 
A letter was read from Dr. C. J. Marsh (Yeovil) stating that, 
owing to the changes in the Divisional area, he considered this 
a fitting time to resign his position as representative of the 
Division, which he had held for the past ten years, but he 
was distressed at the thought of leaving the Division 
after fifty-one years’ membership of the Association and 
Branch. Dr. MacCartuy spoke feelingly of the way in which 
Dr. Marsh had helped to keep members of the Association 
together locally for many years, and a resolution was adopted 
unanimously and with acclamation to enter in the minutes an 
expression of the Division’s gratitude for Dr. Marsh’s valuable 
service. 

Two resolutions under the Ethical Rules were passed. 

Dr. G. R. Rickett showed a young man, aged 20, suffering 
from osteomyelitis and paraplegia. The x-ray examination 
had revealed disease of the bodies of the sixth and seventh 
dorsal vertebrae. Laminectomy was performed, the trans- 
verse processes of the eighth and ninth dorsal vertebrae were 
removed, and one inch of the heads and angles of the corre- 
sponding ribs excised. Pus from the spinal canal gave a pure 


culture of Staphylococcus aureus. Since the o i 
knee-jerks and ankle-jerks had returned, and aloo tat both 
ficial reflexes, but no voluntary movement was possible &™ 
There was no return of sensation and no control Vine 
bladder, but the cerebro-spinal fluid was now nearly eo: = 

Dr. R. McInrosu showed a girl, aged 11, with an press 
pathological fracture of the upper end of the femur associ hae 
with pyrexia and haematuria for six weeks. The re 
appearance suggested myeloma in the region of the be. 
trochanter. She had been treated by abduction for five Rn, 
with regeneration of bone. : 

Dr. G. C. Carucarr read a paper on the modern treatment 
of deafness (of which a full abstract appeared in the Journal 
of December 26th, 1931, at page 1180), and demonstrated 
the electrophoniode apparatus introduced by Ziind-Berguet of 
Paris. The members were afterwards entertained to teg by 
the matron of the hospital. 


GLAasGow AND WEST OF SCOTLAND BRANCH: AYRSHIRE 
Division 
The annual dinner of the Ayrshire Division was held in the 
Station Hotel, Ayr, on December 11th, 1931, when thirty-nine 
attended, including eight guests. A very enjoyable evenip 
was spent, a musical programme being carried through by 
members of the Division. 


A meeting of the Ayrshire Division was held on December 
17th, when a lecture was given by Mr. James Russguy, 
(Glasgow) on advances in surgery related to general practice, 
The lecture was very much enjoyed, and promoted an inter. 
esting discussion, in which nine members of the Division took 
part. 


Kent Branco: BROMLEY DIVISION 

By invitation of the Bromley Medical Society, a joint 
meeting with the Bromley Division was held at the White 
Hart Hotel, Bromley, on December 16th, 1931, when Dr, 
P. R. Boswett, president of the society, was in the chair, 
After supper Dr. F. G. CrooksHaNnk read a paper on the 
individual psychology of Alfred Adler and _ the sexual 
problem. The address was greatly appreciated, and gave 
rise to considerable discussion. On the motion of the 
CHAIRMAN a vote of thanks was accorded to the lecturer. 


METROPOLITAN CountTIES BrancH: LEWIsHAM DivIsIon 
A meeting of the Lewisham Division was held at the Town 
Hall, Catford, S.E.6, on December 15th, 1931, when- the 
chairman of the Division, Dr. WiLE1AmM O’Brien, presided. 

Dr. G. H. Orter, in an address on allergy, explained that 
this was the reaction to foreign protein. With antibodies 
broken down there were no symptoms, and immunity was 
present. When antibodies were fixed in the tissues allergy 
was present. In the normal state there were no antibodies, 
Heredity accounted for 50 per cent. of allergic states. The 
following were allergic states: paroxysmal rhinitis, hay fever, 
asthma, urticaria, infantile eczema, prurigo, dermatitis herpeti- 
formis, angioneurotic oedema, cyclical vomiting, and migraine, 
If the father and mother were both allergic, symptoms 
appeared earlier in the children. Asthma in later life often 
followed infections, especially of the nasal tract. 

Drs. THomson, Bain, Cuarstey, Beattie, G. Jones, and 
Bucuan took part in the subsequent discussion. On_ the 
motion of Dr. J. W. MILLER, a vote of thanks was accorded 
to Dr. Oriel for his interesting address. 

Sir Thomas Barlow’s appeal for funds for Christmas gifts 
for the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund was read, and Dr. 
Charsley received subscriptions from the members present. 


MIDLAND BRANCH: LEICESTER AND RUTLAND DivISION 
At the meeting of the Leicester and Rutland Division held on 
December 4th, 1931, when forty-two members were present, Dr. 
T. F. Corton gave a lecture on the clinical aspects of coronary 
disease. 

A letter from the Medical Secretary on the subject of the 
rearrangement of Branch and Division areas was read to the 
members present, and no objections were raised so far as 
this Division was concerned. 


NorTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH: DARLINGTON DivISION 
A meeting of the Darlington Division was held at Greenbank 
Hospital, Darlington, on December 17th, 1931. Dr 
FALCONER presided, and addition to the members 
present were several members of the dental profession. 
An address was given by Mr. R. Linpsay Rea (London) 
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led ‘‘ The relationship of eye disease to dental sepsis.’’ 
a speaker illustrated by means of excellent lantern 
The the progress of eve disease, originating from a virus 
Pe ing from dental disease. His address was delivered 
aot inimitable style, arising from a keen clinical interest, 
<4 ed with a natural gift of humour which held his audience. 
A giscussion followed, in which the lighter side of the subject 
also took a prominent place. The meeting closed with the 
accordance of a hearty vote of thanks, and the feeling that 
a very interesting and entertaining evening had been spent. 


NorTHERN COUNTIES OF SCOTLAND BRANCH 
A clinical meeting of the Northern Counties of Scotland 
Branch was held at the Royal Northern Infirmary, Inverness, 
on December 10th, 1931. Dr. GEorRGE WiLson was in the 
chair, and thirty-six members were present. 

Mr. HucH Miter showed three cases after partial gastrec- 
tomy, a case of neoplasm of undescended testicle, and an 
unusual case of acute obstruction of small intestine. Dr. 
R. G. BANNERMAN exhibited a specimen of fibromyoma of 
ovary. Mr. Hamirton BatLey showed cases of (1) compres- 
sion fracture of the twelfth dorsal vertebra, (2) carcinoma of 
the pelvic colon with adherent small intestine, (3) gumma of 
leg, (4) Erb’s birth palsy, (5) tuberculous kidney, and (6) 
carcinoma of rectum. An unusual case of haemolytic anaemia 
was shown by Dr. Rerp, and Dr. Savy exhibited x-ray prints 
of a case of pneumothorax complicated by a spontaneous 
rupture of an adhesion. A film illustrating the daily routine 
in the Royal Northern Infirmary was also shown. 


SHROPSHIRE AND Mip-WALES BRANCH 

The adjourned annual general meeting of the Shropshire and 
Mid-Wales Branch was held at the Royal Salop Infirmary on 
December 8th, 1931. The president, Dr. F. A. ANDERSON, 
was in the chair, and there was an attendance of twenty-five 
members. 

The following officers were re-elected: 

Clinical and Pathological Chairman, Dr. R. H. Urwick. Repre- 
sentative in Representative Body, Dr. George Mackie. Honorary 
Secretary, Dr. R. L. E. Downer. 

A letter was read from Sir Thomas Barlow on behalf of the 
Royal Medical Benevolent Fund, appealing for Christmas gifts 
for its annuitants and grantees ; a collection of £3 5s. 6d. 
was realized. 

The PRESIDENT gave a short talk explanatory of the 
National Ophthalmic Treatment Board Scheme, and urged 
members to make more use of it. 

Mrs. C. B. S. Hopson of the Eugenics Society then 
delivered an address on_ sterilization of the unfit. She 
stated the society’s immediate objects, which were to obtain 
a parliamentary Act to safeguard the surgeon who performed 
sterilizing operations on willing patients for purely eugenic 
reasons in public hospitals, and also to educate the general 
public with a view to voluntary sterilization of the unfit. 
She described the conditions in this regard in California. She 
also gave some interesting examples of Mendelism, and showed 
various family trees to illustrate the effects of mental defi- 
ciency, pauperism, illegitimacy, phthisis, cancer, etc., on 
succeeding generations. 

Considerable discussion ensued, most of the speakers appear- 
ing to consider that something much more drastic than volun- 
tary sterilization would be required if any impression was to 
be made on the appalling figure of 10 per cent., which was 
the latest quotation for the unfit (mental and physical) of the 
population. Mrs. Hodson was heartily thanked for her 
thought-provoking paper, after which the members took tea, 
at the kind invitation of the president. 


SoutH WaLES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE BRaNcH: SouTH-WEST 

Wates Division 
A meeting of the South-West Wales Division was held at 
the Carmarthenshire Infirmary, Carmarthen, on December 
16th, 1931. A most instructive and entertaining lecture on 
industrial diseases was delivered by Dr. A. F. S. SLADDEN 
(Swansea). After outlining the development of industrial 
disease, and remarking upon the more important legal issues, 
Dr. Sladden proceeded to give a full description of pitchblende 
disease, various forms of dermatitis, and lead poisoning. The 
account was embellished by references to the speaker’s own 
cases. 


UnITED PROVINCES BRANCH 


- A clinical meeting of the United Provinces Branch was held 


on November 26th, 1931, in the Convocation Hall, King 
George’s Medical College, Lucknow, when Colonel H. R. Nutt, 
M.L.C., I.M.S., the president, was in the chair. 


A series of clinical cases were shown, including: (1) A case 
of haemophilic arthritis, shown by Captain K. S. Nicam, 
in a boy aged about 15. The blood coagulation time was 
over twenty minutes. Rheumatoid arthritic changes had 
already occurred in the left knee-joint. (2) A case of high 
blood pressure (230 mm. Hg), with epistaxis and embolism of 
retinal artery. (3) A case of tuberculous disease of the spine 
with paraplegia, in a middle-aged man, was shown by Colonel 
G. T. Burx, 1.M.S. This patient was of interest, as he had 
another lump in the left axilla suggesting a neoplasm cr 
gumma. The Wassermann reaction was negative. (4) 
A case of remittent pyrexia with signs of pleural effusion, 
shown by Colonel Burk. The effusion subsided after several 
weeks, and was thought to be due to typhoid on account of 
the period of fever and its recurrence. (5) A case of herpes 
ophthalmicus resulting in the loss of eyesight was shown by 
Professor B. G. S. AcHarya. A brief discussion followed the 
demonstration after each case. 

A communication from the Government of India on the. 
proposed All-India Medical Council was considered. The 
recommendations were accepted unanimously. 

An interesting cinematograph film showing blood trars- 
fusion was exhibited, and was highly appreciated by all. 


YORKSHIRE BRANCH: WAKEFIELD, PONTEFRACT, AND 
CASTLEFORD DIVISION 

A meeting of the Wakefield, Pontefract, and Castleford 
Division was held at the Red Lion Hotel, Pontefract, on 
December 8rd, with Mr. G. W. Tuomas in the chair. Twenty 
members were present. Dr. T. Walker was reappointed the 
representative on the Yorkshire Voluntary Hospitals Com- 
mittee. The sum of £2 4s. 6d. was collected for the Christmas 
fund of the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund. 


Address on Heart Failure 

Dr. T. Warprop GrirFritH (Leeds) delivered an interesting 
and lucid account of the causes, prevention, and treatment of 
heart failure. He first gave details of the normal amount cf 
work carried out by the heart. So long as that organ main-. 
tained in the small arteries a pressure which ensured free and 
rapid circulation of blood in the capillary areas, then, no 
matter what signs there might be of valvular disease, it 
could not be said that “‘ failure ’’ existed. He emphasized 
the importance of adequate treatment in young patients with 
manifestations of rheumatism, however slight, and stressed 
the need of securing great care throughout convalescence for 
patients suffering from rheumatism and all acute infections. 
In the past, treatment by rest had been unduly insisted upon 
in milder cases of cardiac weakness. Under severe restrictions 
there was a risk that the heart might not rise to the perforra- 
ance of its increased work. In the severer cases of cardiac 
failure, of which he drew several clinical pictures, there was 
an imperative necessity for prolonged rest in bed, with all 
the accessories of careful nursing—measures which in a 
short time made a remarkable alteration in the aspect of the 
patient even when drugs were not given. A careful discussion 
on the principles of digitalis then followed. So undoubted 
was its influence in diminishing the conductivity of the 
auriculo-ventricular bundle, and so getting the best out of 
the ventricles in cases of auricular fibrillation, that there had 
been a tendency, in the light of recently acquired knowledge, 
to lose sight of the other actions of this drug. The ventricles 
gained strength in systole, apart from any effect associated 
with their less frequent action, while the tone of the ventricle, 
regulating the degree to which it expanded during its period 
of diastole, was also improved. The latter effect accounted 
for the good influence of digitalis in certain cases of aortic 
regurgitation—an affection in which Corrigan regarded it as 
definitely contraindicated. Its power of increasing the tone 
of the peripheral arteries was also a matter of importance. 
The influence of other drugs, such as adrenaline, camphor, 
strychnine, and strophanthus, was briefly reviewed, and the 
treatment of the complications of profound cardiac failure 
dealt with. Dropsical effusions in the pleural cavities, as 
opposed to those associated with inflammation, were prone 
to be greater than the physical signs might indicate, and. it 
should be remembered that great relief might follow the 
removal of a large amount of fluid from a chest which showed 
little basal dullness. The speaker mentioned one case of mitral 
disease in which imminent death was apparently warded off 
by the prompt opening of a distended external jugular vein 
below its upper valve—a proceeding which, according to the 
observations of Reid and Struthers, not only prevented the 
advent of more blood to the distended right auricle, but 
actually allowed some blood to leave that cavity, thereby 
giving it another chance of contracting on its contents. 


A discussion followed, in which Drs. RapcLiFFE, THOMAS,. 


Twist, and WALKER took part. 
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National Insurance 


CHARGING OF FEES TO INSURED PERSONS 
From the official record of the proceedings, just issued, 
of the recent nineteenth annual meeting of the National 
Association of Insurance Committees at Brighton, under 
the presidency of Sir William Hart, it appears that the 
longest debate took place on one of the proposed amend- 
ments to the Medical Benefit Regulations, whereby it is 
proposed to make an exception to the general prohibition 
of the acceptance of fees by insurance practitioners. 
This provides that the prohibitive clause shall not apply 
in respect of treatment given to an insured person, not 
being a person on the practitioner’s list, who, while under- 
.standing his right to receive treatment from the practi- 
tioner under the provisions of the terms of service, 
requests the practitioner in writing to treat him as a 
private patient. 

Mr. R. Annis of the Executive Council made a protest 
against this proposal, contending that it would give official 
support to the opinion, already too prevalent, that the 
treatment of a private patient was superior to the treat- 
ment of an insured patient, whereas it was the constant 
anxiety of Insurance Committees to convince the insured 
patient that the treatment he received as such was quite 
as good as that which he would receive privately. Mr. 
J. W. Speed of the Lancashire Committee said, however, 
that there were two sides to the question, which was more 
acute in the smaller districts, where all the doctors might 
be on the panel. It was held that the insured person 
had a right to say, ‘“‘ I want private treatment, although 
there is no private doctor here.’’ In case after case the 
doctor gave the treatment, and in due course presented 
the bill. All went well until someone said to the patient, 
““Why pay this bill? ’’ In the county of Lancashire, 
with 800,000 insured persons, less than 2 per cent. ex- 
pressed a desire for private treatment. After some further 
debate, in which Dr. A. E. Larking defended the new 
proviso as a means of protecting the medical profession 
from being imposed upon, it was resolved that the 
National Association of Insurance Committees should ex- 
press its view that the proposal was open to objection, 
but that it would be prepared to give it a trial if it was 
also laid down that the request of the patient—that the 
insurance practitioner should treat him privately—-must 
be on a form provided by the Insurance Committee, a 
copy of which must be forwarded by the practitioner to 
the committee within seven days of its completion. 

This matter also came forward at the last meeting of 
the London Insurance Committee, when the Medical 
Benefit Subcommittee presented a considered report on 
the whole subject. Its view was that the acceptance by 
a practitioner of a fee from an insured person, not on the 
practitioner's list, who specifically asked for treatment as 
a private patient, did not constitute a breach of the terms 
of service, but was to be deprecated. If it occurred 
often it would be bound to have unfortunate reactions on 
the good name of the service, and might prejudice the 
position of the practitioner concerned. 


” 


“The regularization of such a practice,’’ the report con- 
tinues, ‘“‘is not only pernicious in principle, but might be 
vicious in application, and we are of the very strong opinion 
that it is entirely unnecessary. It is an accepted principle 
that there is no difference between the treatment which an 
insured person receives qua insured person from that which 
he would receive if he were treated by the same practitioner 
in a private capacity. We realize that there are people who 
prefer—for reasons best known to themselves—not to take 
advantage of the benefits which an Act of Parliament confers 
upon them, but it is difficult to realize that such would be the 
case if those persons were thoroughly cognizant of the fact 
that the Act confers upon them, as a statutory benefit, just 
what they would receive if they paid privately. It is here 
that, in our view, the chief danger of the new provision lies, 
and we think that it is open to abuse and may result in mis- 
representation, and that insured persons will be led into 
thinking that the treatment they will receive as insured 
persons is inferior to that which will be given to them if they 
pay for it privately.” 


The London Insurance Committee protested against the 


SSS 
proposed revision, and appointed a deputatio : 
views before the Minister of Health. 4 a 
The Insurance Acts Committee has conside 
addendum proposed by the National Association 
surance Committees, and has signified its disapproval a 
it, and has intimated the same to the Ministry of Health, 


Correspondence 


THE FUTURE OF PANEL PRACTICE 

Srr,—It has been a matter for congratulation that a Ministep 
of Health has been appointed who, among many distinguished 
qualifications, possesses that of having been the first layman 
to be a member of the General Medical Council. 

The correspondence in medical papers during recent monthg 
on the defects of national health insurance has undoubtedly 
been growing stronger and more outspoken in tone than ever 
before. There appear to be two roads open for the develop. 
ment of national health insurance. Either for the Ministry of 
Health to deal with the defects of the system, or, secondly, in 
default of this, a time appears to be not far distant when it 
will become necessary for panel practitioners, by withholding 
full co-operation with the Ministry, to enforce reasonable and 
workable conditions for patients and doctors—in other words, 
voluntary termination of all contracts and the negotiation of 
new terms of service. 

Steps of a similar nature were found necessary in France, 
The results have been surprisingly good. The French doctors 
have no restriction on treatment. They are free from lay 
control of medical matters. Economy is assured by leaving 
a small portion of the expense of every treatment and medicing 
uncovered by insurance, and thus falling personally on the 
patient. The preservation of professional secrecy is rigidly 
ensured. The division of practice into private and_ panel, 
with its natural disadvantages, is largely avoided. 

Lord Hewart has described, in 1929, the treatment of panel 
doctors under National Health Insurance Acts as “ pure 
despotism.’’ Surely the opinion of such a very distinguished 
layman cannot be without weight, and even so late in the 
day the Ministry will be wise to give ear. Probably the 
publication of 329/1.C. was the high-water mark of bureau- 
cratic aspiration of rule by Government actuary. To panel 
practitioners the efforts of Government actuaries are no more 
convincing than the official weather reports. After all, the 
present national health insurance is based. on unsound financial 
principles, and any actuarial conclusions derived from the 
working of an unsound financial undertaking must be unsound 
in themselves. The conclusions of an argument are not likely 
to be sounder than the premisses from which they are derived, 

National health insurance was begun in response to a worthy 
expression of national sentiment. It has grown until some 
16,000,000 persons are affected out of a population of 
49,000,000, and has become a potent force in race culture 
and survival of the nation. Uncontrolled sentiment will enable 
it to destroy the nation it was meant to save. 

With ever-increasing international competition, as evidenced 
bv tariffs, it is likely that medical opinion of the cugenic 
scundness of social schemes will command greater attention 
than ever before. The question of protection of agriculture 
will no Jonger be regarded merely from the point of view of 
whether townspeople are to have cheaper foed, but from the 
point of view of the national necessity of having a_ healthy 
and intelligent racial stock on the land from which the nation 
can draw in peace, and war should it arise. It seems curious 
that the only salvation for the National Health Insurance 
Act’s financial soundness should be likely to come from the 
united action of the medical profession. By continuing to 
co-operate with an unsound scheme we only lay ourselves open 
to further obloquy, and a moral responsibility rests with us 
not to continue a scheme demoralizing to the patients. 

Limitless benefit with limited liability is unsound. The 
national insurance formulary is beneath the standard of that 
of the pharmacopoeia of any teaching hospital, vet it has been 
accepted by insurance practitioners. Panel doctors are stil 
pestered to sign most sick certificates on a Saturday. Lay 
control is rampant in medical matters. The encroachments of 
the regional medical officer are increasing. Officials and 
regulations are multiplying. 


When a doctor joins the panel 
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he signs a blank cheque, so to speak, because no official 

ndbook of all the rules and regulations to which he is 
subjected exists under one cover. It will have to be recognized 
that married women can only be insured for medical treatment, 
and are an impossible proposition as regards sick pay. 

Will the Ministry read the lesson from France: that in 

tting the welfare of the patient first the French doctors have 
shown themselves unshakable before the onslaughts of 
bureaucracy ? At the present time the increase in the output 
of medical literature far exceeds the increase of real knowledge. 
systematization has lagged behind the advance in medical 
ynowledge, but must catch up. Those who believe in our 
national character will believe that the future of medicine lies 
with the general practitioner and not with bureaucracy.— 


Iam, etc., 


Braunton, N. Devon, Dec. 15th, 1931. J. C. G. Dickinson. 


REFERENCE TO REGIONAL MEDICAL OFFICER 

Sir,—My friend Dr. Brennan has drawn attention to the 
early reference of cases to the regional medical staff. I 
wonder what he will think of this one. 

The patient is a man, 61 years of age, and a brewer’s 
labourer by occupation. He was off work from November, 
1930, until July, 1931, with cardiac asthma. During this 
period he was “‘ referred,’’ and, in my letter to the R.M.O., I 
expressed the opinion that the patient was permanently 
“crocked,’’ which opinion was endorsed by the examining 
officer. The man asked to be allowed to sign off as he had 
got a light job ‘‘ doing a bit of watching ’’—a statement 
] now find to be untrue. He wanted to go on the “‘ dole.’’ A 
week ago I was called to see him. His feet and ankles were 
badly swollen, he was cyanosed, and had extreme orthopnoea. 
The heart is enlarged, and he has aortic incompetence. I 
certified him as unfit because of cardiac debility. To-day the 
notice came that he was referred to the regional medical 
officer.—I am, etc., 


Stockport, Dec. 19th, 1931. F. J. Kirt. 


CONSULTANT SERVICES FOR MEMBERS OF 
CONTRIBUTORY SCHEMES 
Sir,—With reference to a proposed list of consultants, 
referred to in the Supplement to the British Medical Journal 
of December 19th, 1931, no patient of mine would be sent to 
anyone so advertising.—I am, etc., 
Peterborough, Dec. 20th, 1931. 


E. C. WHITEHEAD. 


Naval and Military Appointments 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE 

Surgeon Commander T. C. Patterson is placed on the retired list 
with the rank of Surgeon Captain. 

Surgeon Lieutenant Commander E. T. S. Rudd to the Royal 
Sovereign. 

Surgeon Lieutenants F. W. Gayford to the Queen Elizabeth ; 
R. L. Allan to the Cockchafer ; J. L. Malone to the Cornwall. 

Messrs. A. E. Flannery, D. Ewart, and J. W. Oliver have entered 


Lieut.-Cols. H. F. Everett, N. Maclaren, and A. A. W. Merrick ; 
Majors J. Turtle, T.D., and J. D. Wells. 

The following officers, having attained the age limit, retire anc 
retain their rank: Major H. T. Jones ; Captains T. C. Clare, G. R. 
Girdlestone, and C. H. Gibb. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

The services of Brevet Colonel H. H. Thorburn, C.I.E., hav> 
been placed again at the disposal of the Foreign and Political 
Department on termination of leave. 

The services of Lieut.-Col. J. B. Hanafin, C.I.E., Assistant 
Director-General (Sanitary), have been placed again at the disposal 
of the Army Department on expiration of leave. 

_The services of Major J. Chandra have been placed at the 
disposal of the Government of Bihar and Orissa for employment in 
the Jail Department. 

Major H. K. Rowntree, M.C., Civil Surgeon, Simla (East), to hold 
charge of the duties of Civil Surgeon, Simla (West), in addition to 
his own, vice Lieut.-Col. V. N. Whitamore, O.B.E., on leave. 

Captains to be Majors: R. W. H. Miller, P. A. C. Davenport, 
R. T. Advani, W. C. McKee. 

The services of Captain R. N. Bhandari have been placed 
permanently at the disposal of the Government of the United 
Provinces, for employment in the Jail Department. 

Captain G. F. Taylor has been appointed to officiate as an 
Agency Surgeon, and has been posted as medical officer and 
ex officio vice-consul, Sistan. 

The following officers have been confirmed on passing the neces- 
sary courses of instruction: Captains M. H. Wace and (prov.) 
A. K. M. Khan ; Lieutenants F. H. A. L. Davidson, R. T. Hicks, 
D. J. Young, R. C. Dracup, D. McCarthy, and P. L. O'Neill. 

Lieutenant M. R. Sinclair to be Captain (prov). 


VACANCIES 

Beprorp County Hospitat.—First H.S. (male, unmarried). 

BrrMinGHaM City.—(1) Radiographer at Selly Oak Hospital. (2) 
District M.O. for Perry Barr District. 

Boarpd oF Controt.—Medical Superintendent (male) at Rampton 
State Institution for Mental Defectives, near Retford. 

BottnGBrokE HospitaL, Wandsworth Common, S.W.11.—H.P. (male). 

BripGwatTerR GENERAL Hosprtrar.—H.S. 

CENTRAL Lonpon OpntHatmic Hospitrat, Judd Street, W.C.1.— 
S. and J.H.S.’s. 

East Ham Memoria Hosprtat, E.7.—(1) P. in Charge of Skin 
Department. (2) Hon. S. to Orthopaedic Department. 

Exeter: Royat DEvon aND EXETER Hospitat.—(i) H.P. (2) H.S. 

GiasGow CorRPORATION. — Pathologist to Corporation General 
Hospitals. 

GUILDFORD: Royat SurREY County Hospitat.—H.S. 

Harirax County BorouGu.—Medical Superintendent at St. Luke’s 
Hospital. 

HarroGate Royart Barun Hospitar.—R.M.O. (male). 

Hastincs: Royat East Sussex County  Hospirat.—Hon. Anaes- 
thetist. 

Kine’s Lynn: West NorFrotk AND Kinc’s Lynn Hospirat.—H.P. 

Leicester Royat InfrrMary.—H.P. 

Leicu Infirmary, Lancashire.—R.H.S. (male, unmarried). 

LiverpooLt: Davip Lewis NortTHERN Hospitat.—(1) Four H.S. (2) 
Two H.P. 

Lonpon County Councit.—Resident Medical Superintendent at 
Princess Mary’s Hospital for Children, Margate. 

NatronaL Hosprrat, Queen Square, W.C.1.—Hon. Surgical Assistant. 

Quren’s HospitaL FOR CHILDREN, Hackney Road, E.2.—(1) HS. 
(2) €.0. 

Rucsy: Hosprrat or St. Cross.—Third R.M.O. 


as Surgeon Lieutenants, and appointed to the Victory for Haslar 
Hospital. 
Royat Navat VOLUNTEER RESERVE 

Surgeon Lieutenants J. L. Cox and M. Godwin (probationary) to 
the Warspite ; W. J. Poole to the Nelson. 

Probationary Surgeon Lieutenant C. A. Mather to be Surgeon 
Lieutenant. 

W. Gough has entered as probationary Surgeon Lieutenant, and 
attached to the Severn Division. > 

A. E. Williams and S. I. Ballard have entered as probationary 
Surgeon Sublieutenants, and attached to the Severn Division and 
East Scottish Division respectively. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY 
Royat Army Mepicat Corps 
Hon. Colonel A. D. Ducat, D.S.O., T.D., vacates the appoint- 
ment of Hon. Colonel, R.A.M.C. Units, 56th (Ist London) Division, 
T.A., on completion of tenure. 
Lieutenant H. A. Eccles to be Captain. 
J. E. Flood to be Lieutenant. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS: Roya ARMY 
Mepicat Corrs 
The fcllowing officers, having attained the age limit, retire and 
Yetain their rank, with permission to wear the prescribed uniform: 
Colonels L. J. Blandford, C.]p.., T.D., and J. Mackinnon, D.S.O. ; 


SHEFFIELD: CHILDREN’S Hosprtat.—(1) H.P. (2) H.S. and C.O. 

SoutHaMpton: Royat SoutH Hants anp SoutHampton Hospitar.—- 

 C.O. (male). : 

SoutHEND Muwnicipat Hosprtat.—J.A.M.O. (male). 

Srroup GENERAL Hospitat, Gloucestershire.—H_S. 

Supan GOVERNMENT: WELLCOME TRopicaL ResearcH LABORATORIES, 
Khartum.—Bacteriologist. 

Surrey County Councit.—Third A.R.M.O, at the County Sana- 
torium, Milford. 

Vicrorts HospiraL FOR CHILDREN, Tite Street, S.W.3.—(1) H.-P. 
(2) HS. (3) Out-patient Anaesthetist. (4) Hon. Surgical 
Registrar. 

WINCHESTER: Royat HampsutreE County Hospirar.—Second 
(male). 

Wo LverHAMPTON: Royvat Hosprrat.—H.S. (unmarried). 

WortninG Hospirar.—R.M.O. 

CERTIFYING Factory SurGEoN.—The appointment Fyvie 
(Aberdeen) is vacant. Applications to the Chief Inspector of 
Factories, Home Office, Whitehall, S.W.1. 


This list of vacancies is compiled from our advertisement columns, 
where full particulars will be found. To ensure notice in this 
column advertisements must be received not later than the first 
post on Tuesday morning. 
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APPOINTMENTS 
Herizy, W. J., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Certifying Factory Surgeon for 
the Chudleigh District, Devon. 
CarpirF Royar IneirMary.—Honorary Assistant Physician: Abel 
Evans, M.B., B.S., M.R.C.P. Honorary Assistant Gynaecologist : 
Richard Glyn Maliphant, M.D., F.R.C.S., M.R.C.P. ‘Honorary 
Dental Surgeon: A. Lindsay Murray, L.D.S. R.C.S. 
City or Lonnon Maternity Hosprtatr, City Road, E.C.1.—Assistant 
Resident Medical Officer: D. R. Cairns, M.B., Ch.B. Resident 
Medical Officer: A. D. Skyrme, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 
QUEEN CHartotre’s Maternity Hosprrat, Marvlebone Road, N.W.1. 
—Senior Resident Medical Officer: Bryan Williams, M.B., Ch.B., 
F.R.C.S.Ed. Assistant Resident Medical Officer : Francis Hector, 
M.D., Ch.B. Resident Anaesthetists: A. J. Copeland, M.D., 
Ne Le Probert, Lace: 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Royat Socrety oF MEDICINE 

Section of Orthopaedics.—Tues., 5.30 p.m. Cases at 4.30 p.m. 

Section of History of Medicine.—Wed., 5 p.m. (1) Mr. E. Muirhead 
Little: The Introduction of Tubercle into Bone and Joint 
Surgery ; Discussion, Mr. Naughton Dunn, Mr. E. Laming 
Evans, Mr. McCrae Aitken, and others. (2) Dr. A. P. Cawadias 
for Dr. Pan. S. Codellas: The Times, Life, Works, and Frag- 
ments of Aikmeon of Croton. 

Section of Surgery.—Wed., at London Hospital. 1.20 p.m., Opera- 
ting session ; 5 p.m., Clinical, Museum, and other Demonstrations. 

Section of Tropical Diseases and Parasitology.—Thurs., 8 p.m. 
Dr. W. Schulemann (Elberfeld): Synthetic Anti-malarial Prepara- 
tions: a discussion of the various steps which led to the synthesis 
and discovery of plasmoquine, and a brief account cf its use in 
tropical medicine. 

Section of Ophthalmology.—Fri., 8.30 p.m. Miss Ida Mann: The 
Eye of Sphencdon, and Notes on a Living Specimen. Mr. 
Humphrey Neame: Report on Case of Sarcoma of the Choroid. 
Cases will be shown. 


Nationat ASSOCIATION FOR TUE PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS.— 
Wed., 8 p.m., Lecture by Dr. Harley Williams at Limehouse 
Library, Commercial Road, E. 

West Kent Mepico-Currvurcicat Sociery, Miller General Hospital, 
Greenwich.—Fri., 8.45 p.m., Clinical Evening. 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES 

Centra Lonpon Turoat, Nose Ear Hospitart, Gray’s Inn 
Road, W.C.—Fri., 4 p.m., Mr. W. A. Mill, Difficulty in 
Swallowing, 

Hampsteap GENERAL AND Nortu-West Lonpon Hospirat, Haver- 
stock Hill, N.W.3.—Wed., 4 p.m., Lord Riddell, The Ethics of 
Abortion, Sterilization, and Birth Control. 

Kino’s Cottece Hospitat Mepicat Scuoor, Denmark Hill, S.E.5.— 
Thurs., 9 p.m., Dr. E. Mapother, Early Mental Treatment. 

Lonpon Licut anp ELectricat Cirnic, 42, Ranelagh Road, S.W.1.. 
—Wed., 8.30 p.m., Dr. C. A. Robinson, Diathermy for Pelvic 
Disorders. 

Lonpon oF Dermatorocy, St. John’s Hospital, 49, Leicester 
Square, W.C.2.—Tues., 5 p.m., Dr. H. Haldin-Davis, Acne 
Rosacea. Thurs., 5 p.m., Dr. J. M. H. Macleod, Ringworm 
Infections. 

NortH-East Lonpon Post-Grapvate Prince of Wales's 
General Hospital, Tottenham, N.—Mon., 2.30 to 5 p.m., Medical, 
Surgical, and Gynaecological Clinics, Operations. Tues., 2.30 to 
5 p.m., Medical, Surgical, and Throat Clinics, Operations. Wed., 
2.30 to 5 p.m., Medical, Skin, and Eve Clinics, Operations. 
Thurs., 11.80 a.m., Medical, Surgical, Throat, and Children’s 
Clinics, Operations. Fri., 10.30 a.m., Throat Clinics; 2.30 to 
5 p.m., Medical, and Surgical Clinics, Operations. 

Royat NortHern Hosprrar, Holloway Road, N.7.—Tues., 3.15 p.m., 
Mr. E. Wolff, Diplopia. 

St. Marxk’s Hospitar, City Road, E.C.—Thurs., 4.30 p.m., Mr. 
L. E. C. Norbury, The Treatiment of Certain tonic and Atrophic 
Conditions of the Caecum. 

West Lonpon Post-Grapuate West London Hospital, 
Hammersmith, W.6.—Mon., 10 a.m., Gynaecological Wards, 
Genito-Urinary Operations, Skin Department; 11 a.m., Surgical 
Wards; 2 p.m., Surgical Wards, Medical, Surgical, Eye, and 
Gynaecological Out-patients. Tues., 9.20a.m., Operations; 10 a.m,. 
Medical Ward Demonstration, Dental Department; 11 a.m., 
Throat Operations ; 11.30 a.m., Surgical Demonstration ; 2 p.m., 
Operations, Medical, Surgical, and Throat Out-patients. Wed., 
10 a.m., Medical Wards, Children’s Medical Out-patients ; 
2 p.m., Medical, Surgical, and Eye Out-patients ; 2.30 p.m., 
Gynaecological Operations ; 4.45 p.m., Venereal Diseases Demon- 
stration. Thurs., 10 a.m., Neurological Department ; 11.30 a.m., 
Fracture Demonstration ; 2 p.m., Medical, Surgical, Eye, and 
Genito-Urinary Out-patients ; 2.20 p.m., Operations. Fri., 10a.m., 
Medical Wards, Skin Department, Dental Department ; 12 noon, 
Medica! Lecture; 2 p.m., Operations, Medical, Surgical, and 
Throat QOut-patients. Sat., 9 a.m., Throat Operations ; 10 a.m., 
Medical Wards, Children’s 2nd Surgical Departments. 

Liverpoor University CirnicaL SCHOOL ANTE-NataL Critnics.—Royal 
Infirmary: Mon. and Thurs., 10.30 a.m. Maternity Hospital: 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., and Fri., 11.30 a.m. 


—,_ 
British Medical Association 


OFFICES, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.1 : 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary ang 
Business Manager. Telegrams: Articulate Westcent, London) 
Mepicat Secretary (Telegrams: Medisecra Westcent, London) 
Epitor, British Mepicat JourNaL (Telegrams: Aitiology Westcent, 
London). 
Lelephone numbers of British Medical Association and 
Medical Journal, Museum 9861, 9862, 9863, and 9864 ( 
exchange, four lines). 


Scotrish Mepicat Secretary: 7, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edin. 
burgh. (Telegrams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel.: 
Edinburgh.) 

IrtsH Mepicat Secretary: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin 
(Telegrams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel.: 4737 Dublin.) ‘ 

Diary of the Association 
JANUARY 
5 Tues. London: Grants Subcommittee, 1.45 p.m. 
London: Organization Committee, 2.30 p.m. 
City Division: Metropolitan Hospital, Kingsland Road, 
9.30 p.m. Paper by Dr. Robert Hutchison. 
Woolwich Division: Woolwich War Memorial Hospital, 
8.45 p.m. Lecture by Dr. H. V. Morlock. 
6 Wed. East Herttordshire Division: County Hospital, Hertford, 
8.30 p.m. Paper by Mr. Gillespie. 
Kent Branch: Council Room, Tonbridge Castle, 
3.15 p.m. B.M.A. Lecture by Dr. H. C. Cameron. 
7 Thurs. London: Insurance Acts Committee, 11.30 a.m. 
Ayrshire Division: Irvine. Lecture by Mr. James 
Taylor. 
Waketield, Pontefract, and Castleford Division: 
Strafford Arms Hotel, Wakefield, 7.45 p.m. Supper, 
Paper by Dr. J. Stanley White. 
8 Fri. Dewsbury Division: Carlton Club, 8.30 p.m. Supper, 
Paper by Dr. J. Stanley White. 
Richmond Division: Royal Hospital, Richmond, 9 p.m, 
Rotherham Division: Rotherham. Paper by Mr. G, 
Wilkinson. 
12 Tues. Coventry Division: Coventry. Clinical Meeting. 
Durham Division: Durham. Paper by Mr. C. B, 
Fenwick. 
Kingston-on-Thames Division: Surbiton Hospital. Paper 
by Dr. H. C. Cameron. 
Reigate Division: East Surrey Hospital, 845 p.m. 
Paper by Dr. J. H. Riffel. 
St. Pancras Division: B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, 
9 p.m. Paper by Dr. A. W. Stott. 
13 Wed. Rochester, Chatham, and Gillingham Division: The 
Bull Hotel, 7.80 p.m. Dinner. Paper by Dr. Oldfield. 
14. Thurs. Exeter Division:. Library, Royal Devon and Exeter 
Hospital, 3.45 p.m. Lecture by Mr. L. H. Williams, 
Nuneaton and Tamworth Division: Tamworth General 
Hospital. Paper by Dr. H. Featherstone. 
Portsmouth Division: Queen’s Hotel, Southsea, 9 p.m, 
Supper. Address by Dr. Leonard Findlay. 
15 Fri. Chesterfield Division: Maternity Home, 8.15 p.m, 
Paper by Dr. Hugh Barber. 
27, Wed. London; Council, 10 a.m. 


British 
internal 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements of. Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 9s., which sum should be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, in order to 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 

BIRTHS 

Coritey.—On December 13th, 1931, to Alice May (née Nuttall), wife 

of R. Colley, M.B., Ch.B., D.O.M.S., of 11, The Circus, Bath, 

a son. 

CritcHiey.—On Christmas Day, at Sampson’s Tower, Bury St. 

Edmunds, to Doris (née Rees), wife of A. Michael Critchley, 

M:D.,. a son. 

Friser.—On December 16th, 1931, to Kathleen N. Fraser (née 

Blomfield), M.B., B.S., wife of James F. Fraser, M.A., M.B., 

Ch.B., 2, Albert Street, Aberdeen, a son. 

Srookrs.—At Sandakan, North Borneo, on November 18th, 1931, 

to Dr. and Mrs. V. A. Stookes, a son. 


DEATHS 

ArRMSTRONG.—At Gilnochie, Treorchy, on December 20th, 1931, in 
his 60th year, John Richardson Armstrong, M.D., dearly beloved 
son of Charles Armstrong, Purdonstone, Locherbie. 
Bucuanan.—At Ramornie, 28, Stamford Road, West Bridgford, 
Notts, on December 14th, of broncho-pneumonia, Elizabeth 
Isobel, only child of Dr. and Mrs. G. G, Buchanan, aged 1 year 
10 months. 

Crawsnaw.—On December 27th, 1931, at Glengarry, Hazel ‘Grove, 
Stockport, Dr. Benjamin Crawshaw, J.P., in his 83rd year, late 
of Barwood Mount, Ramsbottom, Lancs. 

Garpiner.—At Hatfield Peverel, Essex, on December 22nd, 1931, 
Archibald Gardiner, M.D., D.P.H., M.M.S.A., beloved husband 
of Annie B. Gardiner, M.B. 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association, at their Office, Tavistock Square, in the Parish of St. Pancras, in the County of London. 
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